
about project LIFE13 NAT/PL/000010 
„Diversification and development of bison’s 

population in north – western Poland.”

Bison’s Freedom Knows No Boundaries



Nowadays, the enormous changes done by man in the natural environment, forces animals to adapt to 
new conditions. In the case of the bison, the changes are significant due to the naturally large needs of 
this ruminant: availability of food, migration areas, and realization of their natural instincts. Project 
LIFE13 NAT/PL/000010 “Diversification and Development of Bison’s Population in Northwestern 
Poland” is conducted to support bison on newly occupied areas and convince local inhabitants that 
living next to a big flu�y neighbor does not have to be inconvenient. 

This project has been ongoing from July 2014 to June 2019 and has covered number of protective 
activities e.g. supporting the growth of the population and its dispersion, what has been implemented 
by appropriate winter feeding, improvement of feeding base in forests by providing meadows, foraging 
grounds and orchards, and the beginning of the division of the existing herds into smaller groups. 
Presently, there are almost 300 bison located on 100,000 hectares in Western Pomerania. During this 
project, we have established 22 pastures for bison; where feeding is being conducted. We have also 
implemented “mobile feeding” – the transportation of fodder directly to newly separated groups of 
bison to help deepen and maintain the diversification of the species in the areas of Western Pomerania. 

There have been, what we have called, “Bison Emergencies”  which includes helping locals in cases of 
problematic events with bison. Our emergency team intervenes with road accidents, startles them 
away from precious crops areas, removes problematic animals from urbanized areas, and tries to 
minimize all bison – human conflicts. 
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Telemetric monitoring of bison’s population is underway currently and provides safe information about 
the animals’ location. During this project there have been applied 54 telemetric collars. The data about 
the animals’ areas are being presented online in the app called “Bezpieczna Informacja o Żubrach” 
(Safe Information about Bison) at the address: http://bisonlife13.zubry.org.pl/home/mapa.html. 

2The app indicates a 4 km  square, in which there are bison visible with the telemetric collars on their 
necks; in real time. Thanks to this technology, we can avoid unexpected bison encounter on a busy road 
and prepare for meeting bison during a forest walk. 
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ZTP - Zachodniopomorskie Towarzystwo Przyrodnicze (West Pomeranian Natural Society) is a 
nongovernmental public organization acting for the benefit of the region. Since 2005 it has dealt with 
the protection and monitoring of the bison population living in Western Pomerania. 

Nadleśnictwo Świerczyna (Świerczyna Forest District) – This project founded foraging grounds,  and 
meadows and orchards for the bison. Ditches and culverts have been cleaned, as well as bushes and 
trees have been cut out. Reclamation work has been carried out on over 20 hectares of ground and 
there have been fenced about 10,000 rm of forest crops to save it from the bison. 

Nadleśnictwo Drawsko (Drawsko Forest District) – As a part of the project, the forest district has 
focused on improving foraging grounds. This includes the adjustment of the meadow complexes, to 
mowing and founding new foraging grounds. Forest district has performed drainage of meadows on 
areas of about 96 hectares and set up 46 hectares of foraging grounds. There have been 2 hectares of 
orchards founded and 214,000 rm of fencing has been set up. 

Nadleśnictwo Mirosławiec (Mirosławiec Forest District) – In the area of the forest district, as a part of 
the project, there has been built 7 pastures away from fields, by the BOŻ workers, to keep bison inside 
the forest. Winter feeding is being performed in 11 pastures of the forest district. As a part of the project, 
there have been reclamation done on about 30 hectares of meadows and there has been about 12,000 
rm of preventive fencing established. 

Nadleśnictwo Tuczno (Tuczno Forest District) – In the area of the forest district, there are two 
pastures for the bison. The pastures are being used mostly by bachelor groups and single wandering 
bison. During this project, there has been built about 5,500 rm of preventive fencing. 

LIFE PROJECT PARTNERS: 
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The growing need for protection of this animal is 
indicated by the bison’s history. In 2017, a first member 
of the species crossed the Odra River (Polish – German 
border) and was shot in Germany. The growing number 
of bison in the border zone, and constantly growing 
range of the population, a�ects the intensification of 
the bison’s migration around the border. A particularly 
intensive migration corridor (used by males) is the one 
along Noteć Valley, in the western direction. Male bison 
appear regularly around Gorzów Wlkp. and Kostrzyn 
near Odra. The crossing of the Polish – German border 
by another bison is only a matter of time. 

INTERNATIONAL ASPECT 

Contact with Germany have resulted in the creating of a mutual project dubbed “The Improvement of 
Transboundary Bison and Elk Population Management”. 
Thanks to transboundary cooperation, there is a possibility to create a mutual scenario of how to 
protect the migrating bison crossing the border and prepare the German community to restore wild 
population of the species on the western side of Oder.  

The death of the bison under Lebus, has resulted in a wide response, in which we have been involved. 
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Long ago, bison were wandering freely through large European forests. However, the loss of habitats, 
and poaching has led to the extinction of bison in Poland and Germany. Through breeding programmes, 
reintroduction, and improved laws the species has seen a gradual restoration in our country. Growing 
population of wild bison has caused migration of the specimen and has grown the necessity of 
providing them new areas. 

The return of the big mammals is a challenge. Di�culties occur especially where human interests 
interfere with the needs of animals. Additional potential sources of problems can be damage to 
agriculture, collisions on the roads, and the hunting economy. 

It is not entirely known how many animals and where they are residing in the German – Polish border 
zone, or even where the source of the conflict is. This is caused by the lack of crossborder cooperation 
in the fields of management, monitoring, and research. There are also no common knowledge, actions, 
and communication structures between countries. 

To build common bison database, the INTERREG project has been established, “The Improvement of 
Transboundary Bison and Elk Population Management”, in which the following groups participate: 
Leibniz-Zentrum für Agrarland-schaftsforschung (ZALF), WWF Germany, Humboldt-Universität in 
Berlin, West Pomeranian Nature Association (Zachodniopomorskie Towarzystwo Przyrodnicze), and 
the Culture Center in Mirosławiec. 

The main concept of the project is the intensive telemetric monitoring of bison and elks migrating in the 
Polish - German border zone, as well as: 
- creating a solid basis of understanding and decision-making concerning the location and habitat 
 requirements of bison and elks in both countries; 
-  developing and initiating common options and cross-border management to ensure the
 coexistence of bison and elk in a situation of low conflict level; 
-  obtaining acceptance through the involvement of interested parties and entities, as well as the 
 education and communication in the field of environmental protection in the region covered by the 
 project. 

Our expected results of the project are: 
- detailed maps (online and printed) of habitats, migration corridors, and potential sources of 
 conflicts; 
-  a catalog of activities and a declaration of intent regarding joint cross-border management of bison 
 and elk populations; 
-  participation, educational, and communication materials, and a task group for bison-elks, to create 
 conditions for mitigation of conflicts. 

INTERREG PROJECT 
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Bison are the largest wild mammals in Europe. They are instinctively not very shy and can attack just 
like every other wild animal. However, aggressive behaviour is very rare and is usually the result of 
irresponsible behaviour such as intentional disturbing or scaring. 

To avoid a dangerous meeting with a bison: 
- do not approach closer than 50 m, 
- do not feed the animals or leave food near your house,
- do not attack with dogs, 
- do not try to surround a herd by a group of people.

MEETING A BISON
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Zachodniopomorskie Towarzystwo Przyrodnicze
(West Pomeranian Nature Society) 

ul. Wąska 13, 71-415 Szczecin 

Dzika Zagroda 
Baza Obsługi Żubrów 

Jabłonowo 42, 78-650 Mirosławiec 

Tel. 881 006 288 
e-mail : dzika.zagroda@zubry.org

Strony: 
www.rysie.org

dzika-zagroda.pl
http://bisonlife13.zubry.org.pl/home/pl/
facebook.com/dzika.zagroda.jablonowo
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